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dynasty (1347). On the dissolution of that kingdom in 1489, Shola-pur was held by Zain Khan; but during the minority of his son it was in 1511 besieged and taken by Kamal Khan, who annexed it with the surrounding districts to the Bijapur kingdom. In 1523 Sholapur formed part of the dowry of Ismail Adil Shah's sister, given in marriage to the king of Ahmadnagar But not being handed over to Ahmadnagar, it was for forty years a source of constant quarrels between the two dynasties, until it was given back to Bijapur as the dowry of the Ahmadnagar princess Chand Blbi (1562). In 1668, in accordance with the terms of the treaty of Agra, Sholapur fort passed to the Mughals, from whose possession it fell to the Nizam in 1723, at the time when Ramchandra Pant, the Maratha, threw off his allegiance to Muhammad Shah the emperor. In 1795 ^ was ceded by the Nizam to the Marathas, after the battle of Kharda. At the close of the war with the Peshwa in 1818, it was stormed by General Munro. Since then the city has been steadily increasing in importance. Its convenient situation between Poona and Hyderabad has made it, especially since the opening of the railway in 1859, the centre for the collection and distribution of goods over a large extent of country. The chief industry of Sholapur is the manufacture of silk and cotton cloth, more than 12,000 persons being engaged as hand-loom weavers, spinners, and dyers. Sholapur has one spinning and weaving mill and two spinning-mills. The first mill, belonging to the Sholapur Spinning and Weaving Company, was opened in 1877, with a capital of 8 lakhs. The three mills have 528 looms and 144,520 spindles, giving employment to more than 5,000 persons. The total capital invested is 30 lakhs.
Sholapur is situated in the centie of a large plain 1,800 feet above sea-level, on the watershed of the Adila, a feeder of the Sina. To the south-west, close to the city wall, lies the fort, and farther on are the officers' bungalows of the old cavalry lines, now mostly occupied by railway servants and the railway station. To the south is the Siddh-eswar lake, with a temple in the centre. On the south-east bank of the lake is the municipal garden; and about 1,000 yards more to the south-east are the Collector's office and bungalow. About 100 to 500 yards south-west of the Collector's office stretch the officers' bungalows of the old cantonment; to the west of the officers' bungalows are the Protestant church and the post office. The chief public building is the Ripon Hall. The old military cantonment of Sholapur has been transferred to the civil authorities, and is included within municipal limits. No troops are now stationed here.
Sholapur was formerly enclosed by a wall 2^ miles in circuit. About 1872, to give room to the growing town, the municipality pulled down the whole of the east wall and parts on the south-west and north. The